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I—F OREIGN Porrrros. 


TA Arydvarta, of the 27 0 TN says s when the Amir has 
Ce a refused to open telegraphic communications 
=—_— with India on the plea of incurring the dis- 


pleasure of his subjects, it would be foolish on the part of the English 
Government to regard him as a friend. Ifthe Amir does not permit the 


ntroduction of the following improvements in his State, the subsidy granted 


to him should be stopped: 


1. A railroad from Ohaman to Kandahar. 

9. A good and spacious road from ‘Kandahar to Herat. 

3. A strong and pucca bridge over the Helmund river. } 

4, The posting.of an English agent between Herat and Balkh for 
the transmission of trustworthy information from that part 
of the country. , ä 

5. Good roads near Bataul and That. 

6. A railroad from Lundikotal to Jellalabad. 

7. Telegraphic communication between Cabul and India. 

8. The survey of secret roads between India and Afghanistan 
by English officers with the assistance of the Amir’s 
officers. 5 

9. The stationing of a contiagent of British troops in the Hindu 
Kush Mountain. 


2. The Prajd Bandu, of the 20d November, says that, now that 
something like a settlement has been made 
with the Rajah of Sikkim, the British troops 
should return to the plains. The Chinese Envoy, who, it is said, will mediate 
between the Government and Tibet, cannot possibly reach Tibet before the 
expiry of another fortnight. The cold in the meantime is increasing, and 
the English troops will find it very hard to remain in their present position 
much longer. 3 

3. The Sanjivani, of the 3rd November, says that when Government 
is asked to spend money for a good object it 
raises the cry of want of funds. But it has 
up to date spent one crore and a half of rupees in the Sikkim war. And 
what has it got in return for so large an outlay, besides the intensest hatred 
and deepest ill-will of the Tibetans? The object of the war was the creation 
ofa eet se for English goods in Tibet, and that object has now been frustrated. 
And not simply that, but Tibet, it is certain, will never become England’s 
friend. Government has therefore done a very wrong thing in spending 
one crore and a half of the poor Indian’s money to no purpose. It is 
also difficult to understand how so much money has been spent in so small 
u war. The details of the expenditure will never be made public, and 
if the people say that they have suspicions in this connection, they will be 
teproved. oe 


The Sikkim war. 


The Sikkim war. 


II.— Hou ApMINterRATION. 


: (a)— Police. : 5 
4. The Sahachar, of the 3 Ist October, takes exception to the discus- 


b 


The Provincial Conference on the 


ien Palane Cheon took place at the meeting of the Provincial 


Association rooms, and says that the discussion will only give a handle to 
the enemies of the Congr 


sion on the Confidential Police Circular, which 
delegates to the Congress held in the Indian 
ess to attack that movement. The objects 


contemplated in the circular are perfeotly legitimate, and the circular should 
therefore excite no fear or apprehension in the public mind. England, 
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which has given a free press to the country, will not certainly adopt the bort 
of espionage which exists in France, Germany, and Russia. And 80, a 
Circular can admit of a good interpretation, it must be improper to 
attach a bad meaning to it. 1100 
5. The Sulabh Samachdr and tee my of = : v. November, is of 
opinion that the panchayet system has b 
Wen een 1 failure, and that for the following ee 
(1) The rule is that the villagers should themselves nominate their 
own panchayets. But in most cases this is not done, the 
nominations being made by the Sub-Inspectors of Police, 
and the Sub-divisional Officers accepting those nomina- 
tions. Thus the members of the panchayet are generally 
favourites of the Sub-Inspectors of Police, who may or may 
not be fit for the work which they are required to do. Many 
not at all friendly to the villagers thus become members 
of panchayets on the recommendation of the Sub-Inspectors 
of Police, and the panchayet work is therefore often done 
in a manner which is prejudicial to the interests of the 
CCT „ 
(2) The rule is that the chaukidari tax should be assessed by the 
mamemhers of the panchayet in meeting. But, in practice, 
this is not done, the assessment being in most cases made 
by the collecting member of the panchayet alone, who 
allows personal considerations to influence his assessment. 
The writer knows that one collecting panchayet has 
exempted his guru (spiritual guide) from the chaukidari 
tax, and another makes a poor man pay 15 annas anda 
comparatively rich man only 9 annas. . 
(3) The collecting panchayet often appoints as chaukidars weak and. 
| | ‘disabled men instead of strong and healthy men, as is 
required by rule. And it is very strange that nobody at 
the thana, where these weak and infirm chaukidars have 
to present themselves occasionally on business, takes any 
notice of this. ä ( 
(4) The collecting panchayet deducts Re. 1 or annas 8 from the 
monthly pay of the chaukidar, and takes it himself, And 


the chaukidars being in most cases his tenants or de- 


pendants, do not dare to tell this to anybody,  .__—s 
(5) The chaukidars who are so appointed and paid cannot keep 
better watch at night than chaukidars appointed under 
the old system. They do not, in fact, properly perform 
their work. But the collecting panchsyet who appoints 


them is the most influential member of the Panchayet Board, 


and so no attention is paid to complaints on this score. 


But the panchayet works better where it consists of able and educated 
members. But the number of such panchayets is very small. The authorities 
should look to these panchayets. bt nN ee 

6. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 8rd November, says 

: that there was formerly a police outpost at 
Theft and gambling at Katlamariin Katlamari, a village in Moorshedabad, After 


Moorsheda 1 
. . the abolition of the outpost, a constable was 
stationed in the village. But for the last six years there has been no 


constable in the village. Petty thefts have therefore become very common 


in the village, and gamblers are having a hey-day of it there. The District 
* and the District Superintendent of Police are requested to look to 
ae matter. „„ Se e 
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- Working of the Courts. 

7. The Sanjivani, of ae 2 says that Mr. Howard, the 

ö Joint-Magistrate of Seraj e, has become 

L e highly unpopular. He hy to Court at 8 
or 4 P. M., and keeps it open till nightfall. 
This practice puts parties to very great inconvenience. He does not, more- 
over, behave well with the pleaders and mukhtears. It is hoped that 

Government will make an inquiry into the matter. : : 

8. The Bangabdst, of a" 3rd l says that Mr. 2 the 

̃ agistrate of Howrah, has issued an order to 

ae. of Mr, Currie, Magistrate the effect that none but pleaders of long 
| standing and owners of houses will hereafter 

be allowed to stand security for accused persons in criminal cases. This 
order, which is opposed to the provisions of the English criminal law, will, 
if carried out, be productive of much hardship by compelling many innocent 
persons accused of criminal offences to rot in hajut. } 
Y, The Navanbhakar Sdédhdrant, of the 5th November, is sorry to notice 
Acase in the Court of Moulvie that in a case recently tried before Moulvie 
Abdal Jubber, Deputy Magistrate of Abdul Jubber, the Deputy Magistrate of Ali- 
3 pore, in which the police had, through mistake, 
arrested and brought up for trial one Hari Charan Mundle, a passenger by rail 
to Jessore, for one Hari Charan Nag, against whom a warrant had been issued, 
and who had absconded to Jessore, the Deputy Magistrate refused the 
application Which was made to him by the wrongly arrested person for train- 
hire to Jessore, whence he had been forcibly brought by the police, with this 
remark, “* it is enough that you are found innocent and let off without any 
punishment.” But who- is responsible for such wrongful arrests by the 
police? And is it not strange that the Deputy Magistrate refused to grant 
even Hari Charan’s application for train hire? Is not this eee 


aware that it is quite within Hari Charan’s power to proceed against the 


police both in the Civil and Criminal Courts and obtain damages for having 
caused him so much annoyance P 


10. The Som on of — 5th en a that 3 

i mulyaratan Chakravarti, the Head-constable 

bas . W of the Bankura thanna, having instituted a 
suit in the Court of the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Manomohan Raya, for 
some defamatory charges published against him in a correspondence pub- 
lished in this paper, the editor went to Bankura in order to get the case 
postponed. But it was with the utmost difficulty that he could purchase a 
court-fee stamp for that purpose from the vendors and persuade a mukhtar 
to file the petition for postponement. The editor afterwards learnt that all 
this difficulty was due to the influence of the powerful sheristadar of 
Bankura, who is also the uncle of Amulyaratan. This sheristadar is indeed 
80 powerful that even the independent legal practitioners do not dare to 
appear against his nephew. It is very disgraceful that such a state of 
things should be possible under the British rule. The local authorities are 


requested to enquire into the matter and remedy the evil, and if they can- © 


not do so, the Lieutenant-Governor himself should take up the matter. 
11. The Samaya, of the 2nd November, hopes 


"dual, considering its unprofitable nature, can be expected to 


. * 8 will 
iis „ publish those rare and valuable Sanskrit 
Mention of Sanda mannseripte manuscripts which the Principal of the Oriental 
College, Mr. Steel, has found in the possession of the Pundits of Srinagar. 

t is necessary for Government to undertake the work, as no private rye | 
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the Asiatic Society, whose duty it should be to perform such work, has of late 


years undertaken no work of this kind. 


4 


12. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 8rd November, says 


Baboo Heki Mohan Lehiri, Deputy that Baboo Hari Mohan Labi 


Inspector of Schools, Assam. 


: be? : ri, the D 
Inspector of Schools, Dhubri, in Assa eputy 


m, 
ordered the school-boys there to purchase books on mental — 


arithmetic 


written in Assamese. This has caused inconvenience to the teacher, who 


does not know Assamese. Moreover, Assamese books are 


Bengali books and are full of errors. 
13. The Navavibhdkar 


Lord Cross on Indian education. 


copied from 


Sddhdrant, of the bth November, says that the 
Secretary of State’s minute on the last des. 
patch of the Government of India, based on 


Sir Alfred Croft’s report, is on the whole very satisfactory, and that His Lord- 


ship should be thanked for giving expression to the opinion that arrange. 


ments should be made in this country with a view of securing greater edu- 
cational progress. And considering the question of Indian education in 
the light of this expression of Lord Cross’s opinion, it is really to be regretted 
that the Government in this country has reduced the educational allotment, 
and is spending the money thus saved on worthless objects. It is to be hoped 
that Lord Cross's minute will induce the Local Government to pay more 


attention to the progress of education. 


The writer does not, however, share the Secretary of State’s regret that 
female education has not made more progress in India. Female education 
on the English method is not required in this country, and will not be 
necessary for effecting the desired improvement in the condition of the 
Indian people. The Hindus want to remain Hindus for ever, and are 
not at all anxious to be pestered with wives with English tastes. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. | 


14. The Samaya, of the 2nd November, says that the use of milk 
mixed with impure water is the chief cause 
of cholera outbreaks in Calcutta. 


Sale of adulterated milk. 


A rule 


passed by the municipality to the effect that none should bring impure milk 
into the town, and that no water, save the filtered water supplied by the 
municipality, should be mixed with it before sale, could be easily worked, 
as all milk coming in Calcutta from outside is sold in certain depéts in 
Calcutta situated close to one another. All articles—ghee, oil and milk—are 
now being adulterated, and it is therefore hoped that the municipality will 
soon take steps to prevent such adulteration of articles of food. | 

15. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 8rd November, says 


Municipal mehters at Pubna. 


that the Pubna Municipality has provided 
the mehters serving under it with quarters 
in the vicinity of the local bazar and close to a wine shop. The mehters 


drink in the wine shop, and-revel in the streets, thereby causing inconve- 
nience to passengers. The Chairman of the Municipality is requested to 
remove the quarters of the mehters to some other part of the town. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


16. The Samaya, of the 2nd November, refers to the excellent arra , 
ments made during the Poojah vacation on the 


The Darjeeling-Himalayan line and a ge . nage f the 
tha I Darjeeling line for the convenience cf 


comparatively 


visited that station on that occasion, and observes that the Hast Indian 
Railway ought to make better arrangements for the convenience of its 
passengers, whose number is immensely larger than that of the visitors 
Darjeeling, and includes old and infirm people going on p 
sacred places in the North-Western Provinces. 


ilgrimage 


small number of men who 


to the 


0 f 
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17. The Sanjlvani, of the 8rd November, disapproves of the proposal 
| „ made by the Railway Oonferenoe for abolish 
Intermediat® class carriages on rail. ing the intermediate class carriages in riil- 
. 8 way trains. Middle class native gentlemen 
travel by the intermediate class in large numbers, and carriages of that class 
are always found to be full. Even in the mail trains, the intermediate class 
carriages are crowded with passengers. It will go hard with middle olass 
railway passengers in the Kast Indian and Eastern Bengal Railway lines if 
that class is abolished. The first and second class carriages are unprofitable, 
but the intermediate class carriages yield a large profit. | 
18. The Bangabdst, of the 3rd November, is sorry to hear that the 
2 Railway Conference has advised the Railway 
Ae ere p class benign. authorities to abolish the intermediate class 
8 carriage. The adoption of such a measure 
will be attended with great hardship and inconvenience to middle class people, 
in this country, who, being members of the. xespectable castes, will be unable 
to travel with third class passengers consisting mostly of low class people, 
and whose insufficient means will make it difficult for them to travel in the 
second class. The Railway authorities are therefore requested to consider 
the matter very carefully. 
19. A correspondent of the same 8 * . the W of 
ae Bite railway passengers at the ajhergram railway 
* — Hastern Bengal Stato Bail — near Ranaghat in N aiden is small, 
2821 because there are no good roads from that 
station to the surrounding villages. The Railway authorities are therefore 
requested to construct two roads to the station, one from Bajitpore on the 
north and another from Baliabazar on the south. Traffic and the earnings 
of the railway will then increase. . 
20. The Som Prakash, of the Sth November, referring to the rumoured 
ann. abolition of ee class 2 
daes ated abolition of Intermediate arriages, observes that such a proceeding 
mn will be attended with great bardship to 
middle class natives, who cannot afford to travel in the first or second class. 
The Railway authorities should do nothing in this matter without first 
consulting public opinion. & 


(h)— General. 


21. The Aryadarpan, of the 26th October, is glad at the elevation of 
Dr. Guru Das Banerji to the Bench of the 

of ths Gary, Dat Banerjee as a Judge High Court. The learned doctor is well 
N , qualified for the post, and is expected to be an 
ornament of the Bench, He is as good as he is learned, and 1 making 
him a Judge of the highest Court in the land, Government has really 


rewarded merit and character. 


22. The Sahachar, of the 83lst October, says that the itation 


1 „ over the proposal to appoint Baboo Pratuls 
wi the ge 3 „ Chandra Chatterji to ; judgeship in the 
oe) Chief Court. Punjab Chief Court is owing solely to the 
fact of Baboo Pratula,Chandra being a Bengali. Batis it not true that 
there are amongst the Punjabi pleaders of that court none who can compare 
with Pratula Baboo in point of ability? What the Evening News and the 
Morning Post newspapers have written on this subject has this paper“ 
entire approval. a? 


28. In discussing the administration of Lord Dufferin, the same 


z 


paper delivers itself as follows: — 


4 


. 


2 er 1 
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Banaasast, 
Nov. 3rd, 1888 


Som Pratasg, 
Nov. 5th, 1888. 


Sacha. 


(1004 
Lord ‘Dufferin has done nothing good for India, and has done m 


cellency is a true friend and well-wisher of India, and has done all that 
industry, coupled with a desire to do good to the people confided to his 
has enabled him to do. It way not be generally known that incessant 
writing having paralysed one of His Excellency’s fingers, surgical operation 
‘has had to be twice resorted to. Though His Excellency could have easil 
secured high offices in his own country, yet he came out to India at the 
advanced age of sixty simply from considerations of duty and a desire 


support to the cause of Local Self-Government in this country. 
The Public Service Commission appointed by His Excellency will 
always make his administration memorable. It should not also be forgotten 
that His Excellency has expressed sympathy with the Congress movement 
and received with honour the representatives assembled at the Congress 
meeting in Calcutta, That His Excellency has failed to satisfy the popu- 
lar desire for some sort of representation in the administrative system is 
no fault of bis; for it is constitutionally beyond His Excellency's power 
to initiate such a reform. The Ministers in England can alone move in 
the matter, and so long as the Irish question remains unsolved, they will 
not probably venture to institute any new political experiment in India. 
The charge preferred against His Excellency by the Indian Mirror 
and some other newspapers that he has endeavoured to create disunion 
between Hindus and Mahomedans is without any foundation. In the first 
place, His. Excellency has himself denied the charge publicly, and, in the 
second place, the fact that His Excellency has given the vacant Judgeship 
in the Calcutta High Court to Dr. Guru Das Banerjee in preference to 
a Mahomedan pleader or barrister is a proof that His Excellency does not 
entertain any design to create a breach between the two sections of the 
eople. 
; : His Excellency can scarcely be held responsible for the conquest and 
annexation of Upper Burmah. For in that matter, His Excellency simply 


their supremacy in Tonquin, and King Theebaw was found playing at 
hide-and-seek with France, Italy, and Germany.. At this juncture came 
the clamour from the merchants of Manchester for a new market for their 
merchandise. The English Ministers accordingly decided upon the conquest 
and annexation of Upper Burmah, and Lord Dufferin simply carried out 
their policy. But it may be here contended that, though unable to prevent 
the conquest of Burmah, His Excellency could still have brought relief to 
the Indian tax-payer by converting Upper Burmah into a tributary state 
under a native chief, or into a British colony under the direct government 
of England. But even in this connection, it should be borne in mind that 
there may have been considerations unknown to the public in this country 


act in the way they did. 

Again, if the consequences of the conquest of Burmah in. regard to the 
cause of humanity in general and to the progress and welfare of the people 
of Burmah.in particular, be taken into consideration, then that act will lose 
the odious character which many people now attach to it and appear in 
the light of an act of benevolence. For, after all, for aught that is known to 
the contrary, future generations of the Burmese will probably bless Lord 
Dufferin as the man who had delivered their countrymen from tbe cruelty of 
King Tbeebaw and opened the way to its advancement and welfare. It is 
true, nevertheless, that all the acts of Lord Dufferin’s administration do not 
admit of a similar favourable interpretation, and, speaking generally, it may 
be said that his Viceroyalty in India has not been a success. Nay, that 


— 


things injarious to her interests. Tnere can be no doubt that His Er. 


his care, 


to do good to the people of India. His Excellency has always lent bis 


carried out the wishes of the English Cabinet. The French had established 


which made it imperative on Lord Dufferin and the Ministry in England to 


= * 
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Viceroyalty will probably be always remembered with sorrow as the Vice 


royalty most marked by wars, increased taxation, extraordinary expendi- 


ture and extravagant waste of public money. During the administration 
of no other Governor-General were so much oppression of the native 
chiefs and so much spoilation of their money and such shameless behaviour 
on the part of the highest officers of the State brought to light as have been 
witnessed during Lord Dufferin's rule. Still, it will be unjust to hold Lord 
Dufferin singly responsible for all this. The fact that the Governor-General 
of India is practically governed by the Secretary of State and has often 
to bow to the decisions of his Council will go far towards exculpating His 
Excellency personally, and the more so, when it comes to be known that 
His Excellency has not always received hearty support from his own 
Council. Ad 
But there are certain things the responsibility whereof will be wholly 
his. He has looked upon the doings of Messrs. Griffin, Oordery and others 
with indifference, and adopted a policy of non-interference and inactivity in 
all matters of internal administration. 

He did not make the slightest effort to check the extravagance of 
expenditure to which Lord Randolph Churchill’s order for the construction 
of frontier forts and railways led, even though the press was assiduous 
in bringing that extravagance to his notice. His failure as an administrator 
is attributable to two causes. The first is that he has mistaken India for 
Canada, and the second is that he has allowed himself to be guided by the 
counsels of the officials under him. If he had shown less deference to the 
counsels of his officials and greater desire and determination to exercise his 
own independent judgment, he would have been able to return to England 
with such reputation as was won by Lord William Bentinck. 

24. Referring to the Government Resolution on the subject of the con- 
dition of the people, the same paper says it 
cannot admit that in Bengal the agricultural 
classes and the lower classes of people generally are becoming daily impover- 
ished. On the other hand, the fact that very few Bengalis now-a-days serve 
as porters and unskilled labourers, and that none of them have any attraction 
for the army on a salary of Re. 7 per month, should argue an im- 
proved pecuniary status. In Central India, the Deccan, and Western India, 
however, people are becoming impoverished in consequence of a bad land 
settlement system. The agricultural banks established by Government at 
the instance of Sir William Wedderburn have conferred no benefits on 
them. | 

A slight mitigation of the sunset law may be attended with some 
amelioration in the condition of the poople. But a substantial improve- 
ment in their condition can only be looked for from an abolition of the 
present system of collecting revenue in money, and the substitution, in its 
place, in all the provinces of India, except Bengal, of Akbar’s system of 
fixing the Government revenue at a definite proportion of the produce of 
the land. That system is still followed in the native states, where, notwith- 
standing the abuses connected with its working, the agriculturalists are 
substantially better off than their brethren within British territory. Where“ 
as after a famine, it takes an agriculturalist within British territory five years 
to recover from the effects thereof, an agriculturalist in a native state regains 
his former condition by gathering only twoharvests. | 

Besides introducing this system of collecting revenue in kind, Govern- 
ment ought to do many things with the view of improving the agriculture 
of the country. There is no reason, for instance, why salt solely intended for 
cattle, like that which is sold in Germany free of duty, should not be introduced 
into this country, why agricultural schools should not be established, and 
why natives should not be taken largely into the Agricultural Department. 


The condition of the people. 
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Oct. Slet, 1688 
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The Agricultural Department of Government, with its highly-paid European 
head, 2 absolutely nothing besides issuing bulky — year after 
25. ‘The same paper says that Government ought not to grant 1b 
eo Be me groves of the Srigurs Singh Sabha 0 
Public holidays. . vt et k the 
enone ere Punjab for public holidays on the occasion of 
Sikh festivals. The Sikhs constitute a section of the Hindu community, and 
as such they do not require separate holidays of their own. Already the 
number of holidays has become very large, and instead of increasing that 
number, it would be well curtail it. There is no reason, for instance, why 
the High Court should enjoy a vacation of three months on the occa. 
sion of the Doorga Poojah festival. A much shorter vacation extending, 
nh two weeks, should do on thatoccasion. The following are among 
the reasons 


1. People do not want this long vacation. 

2. As the weather begins to be cool at the time of the Poojah, a long 
vacation on that occasion means no work when work can be 
best done. ; 

3. As the Poojah involves all natives in increased expenditure, a long 

vacation on that occasion is particularly inconvenient to 
pleaders and muktears, who cannot earn when the court 
remains closed. 

4. As the ordinary work of the courts is stopped during the vacation, 
great inconvenience is caused to the public in general. ) 


The Doorga Poojah vacation of the Court should therefore be curtailed. 
And as work becomes impossible during the hot season in this country a 
public holiday of one month during the hottest part of the year will be 
welcomed by the people. ee | 

26. The same paper hopes that Lord Dufferin’s visit to the Maho- 
Lord Dnfferin’s intended visit to wedan College at Aligurh will not be made 
Aligurh. 5 an occasion for an useemly agitation against 
His Excellency. The Governor-General of India is bound to encourage 
the Mahomedans just as he is bound to encourage any other section of the 
Indian people. And so His Excellency cannot, without justly laying himself 
open to the charge of being partial to the non-Mahomedan section of the 
community, decline to visit Aligurh, because Sir Syed is an enemy of the 
Congress movement. Besides, as there is no connection between the educa- 
tion of the Mahomedans and the political views of Sir Syed Ahmed, one may 
safely encourage the former without incurring. the blame of identifying 
himself with the latter. ee : 

27. The same paper says that Dr. Guru Das Banerjee’s appointment 

Dr. Guru Das Banerjee, as a Judge to & Judgeship of the Calcutta High Court 
of the Calcutta High Court. must have given satisfaction to everybody. 
It would have been a. matter for greater rejoicing if a Mahomedan had 
been appointed to the post. But as no Mahomedan of the calibre of 
Mr. Justice Mahmud of Allahabad could be found, the nomination’ rightly 


Bagnan 
office, mi 


Dr. Guru Das B 
the High Court. 


e 
r gentleman had been dlevated to the bench of tlie 
30. The Sulabs nape e oe of e has 
„ e eee ce the appointment Guru 
De Gare Das Benoni. ap fade Das Banerjie as a Judge of the High Court 
eee bill give satisfaction to everybod . 
31. he Surabhi and Patékd, of the Ist Novenſber, refers to the scnsm& Parz. 
thé Native Press. * rumdur that Government intends to curtail ‘thie Nor. 1st, 1888. 
ceiw of Ges .  diberty of the native press, dnd observed that 
very serious mischief will result from such a obursse. 1 
383. Tne same paper say that the appoiutment of Dr. Guru Das Banerji sonsa: u Parra. 
od as a Judge of the High. Court’ should:‘opén 
the eyes of the Mussulmans to the folly of 
i expeoting to get high posts by opposing’ the 
Congress and flattering the authorities. Det them not tien weaken tnhem- 
selyes by quarrelling with their Hindu: brethren. The writer would not have 
objected to the appointment of a ‘competent Mussulman to the vacant 
Judgeship if & competent. Mussulman had.been found for itt. 
33. The Samaya, of the 2nd November, says that Lord Dufferin 
5 bas shown real impartialit) by appointing 
ot the Hich Cut. Je u really deserring man like Pr. Guru Das 
eee HBhBanerji as a Judge of the Oalcutta High Court. 
His Excellency: deserves thanks for making this appointment. 3 
34. The same paper says that the recéfit resolution of the Government 
dne lener duesten. gc India on the results of the enquiry” made 
sae ee by it into the practicability of preventing the 
spread of leprosy has disappointed äll hopes entertained’ on the sübject. 
Government is — that the oo. ‘means by which the spread of 
leprosy can be prevented is to confine all lepérs in asylums, and that the 
option of such a course will be impracticable in India. But it Will not 
bé'impracticable: to the extent Government seems to think. It is true no 
respectable male or female afflicted with teprosy will agree to go to br five 
in an asylum. But lepers belonging to the poorer classes, among whom 
this disease is most prevalent, will not object to do so, dad Government may 
therefore take them to asylums just as it propnses: to take poor people 
attacked with cholera and otter’ epidemic or ‘contagious diseases to hospitals. 
It is expected that poor lepers will of their own accord go to asylums. If 
asylums for poor lepers are established, the prevalence of that dreadful 
disease will gradually diminish in India. | 
35. The same paper says that 22828 of * 1 firm, * 
1 ee bas secured the monopoly of galt, to raise the 
l manmfactare n ee pfige pf, shat. artigle ‘threatens great hardship 
to the poor people of this country. The raising of the salt, tax has already 
caused hardship to the Indians, end if,the price.of.salt is, as is proposed by 
the denen raised: by 8 annas per maupd, the majority of the Fndian 
population will be unable to purchase that very necessary article of consump- 
country—an occupation which will be profitable to itself as well as gdran- 
tageous to the prople. a 1 
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SAaNJIVANI, 
Nov. 3rd, 1888. 


SaNJIvanti. 


He next opens letters received by post, notes thé attendance o 


S thé att K the 
and signs his name in blue pencil in the attendance book. And be then 


signs takeeds and rowannahs, having in the meantime taken his tiffy, 


Then when the clock strikes five, he dusts books “and khattas and leg 
aa.” For. these arduous and multifarious duties he is paid 7,000 to 8000 


rupees a year. This sim may be saved, and the work better d 


F done 
- dividing these petty duties among the different departments of the office, YY 


37. The Bangabdst, of the 8rd November, says that the petiti 
ite submitted by the sons of the late ex-King — 


Tus late er. Ting of Oudh’s family. Onan to the Viceroy, praying for an increase 
r 


of their allowances, is of a nature to melt even the hardest heart. The 
Nawabs of Oudh always helped the English in time of need, and have been 
ronounced to have been their staunchest friends and allies. Even Lord 
alhousie admitted this more than once. General Lowe has spoken of the 
late Nawab’s attachment to the British Crown in the highest terms. When 
Nawab Wazid Ali was deposed even his private: properties were confiscated, 
and he was only allowed a pension of one lakh a month. Many who are 
bitter enemies of England get larger pensionary allowances. All this is 
earnestly represented in the petition, and it is hoped that Lord Dufferin 
will grant the just and piteous peayee of the memorialists. = = © 
88. A correspondent of the same paper asks the postal authorities to 
1 place a letter-box at Kuripole, a village near 
A letter: bor at Kuripole in Jestore. = NMahespore, in Jessore, and. thus remove a 
keenly felt inconvenience of the inhabitants of Kuripole and the surround- 
ing villages. | a a 
be 30. The Sanjivant, of the 3rd November, says that every one will be 
1 . glad to hear of the appointment of Dr. Guru 
D rae: a Das Banerji as a Judge of the High Court. 
40. The same paper says that Mr. Kennedy was in charge of the 
1 er mg oes — = duly : Ith 
rr . November. During these four months he 
eee or contracted debt to the smount of Rs. 750 
from Golap Chand Baboo of Golaghat. On his failing to repay the money, 
the Baboo wrote a letter to him through his pleader threatening legal 
proceedings against him. The following is Mr. Kennedy’s reply:— 


” LUKHIMPUR, 5 
The 10th November 1887, : 


Dran Sin, 


I am in receipt of yours of the 7th instant re the money. due 
to Golap Chand. It is quite useless threatening me to file a civil suit against 
me. You know perfectly well as a legal practitioner that it is forbidden 
for a native to lend money to a Government officer: The transaction is 
therefore illegal one, though at the time I borrowed the money I was not 


aware of the fact. I am shortly to be transferred to Sibsagar, and there 


I shall make over one-third of my pay monthly to Akhoy Kumar Ghose, who 
will divide it rateably amongst my creditors. I have every wish to pay my 
debts, and have been paying a good many older debts than that to your 
client. He will get his money be sure. The surest way not to get it would 
be by bringing a civil suit. Kindly explain matters fully to him. He is 
a wealthy man, and immediate payment is not to him a matter of necessity. 
By so doing you will greatly oblige. 


7 O. M. KWI r.“ 


3 err e eee Gaal oun 
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In this letter Mr. Ke act 


| onedy admits'that he committed an illegal 
by w * loan, but endeavours to exculpate himself by saying that 
he did not know at the time when he made the loan that the proceeding 


uns illegal. But when did Mr. Kennedy come to know that it was an 
illegal act ? And has he, after the date of his letter, made any attempt to 
clear off the debt? Mr. Kennedy says that be would make over one-third 
of bis pay every month to Akhoy Kumar Ghose for rateable distribution 
amongst bis creditors. It is difficult to ascertain what amount has been 
gent by Mr. Kennedy to Akhoy Baboo within the period of one year 
which has passed away since the date of his promise, and how much money has 
been be paid to his creditors. But the writer knows very well that none of 
Mr. Kennedy’s creditors have received any portion of their dues since the 
date of the letter and that not even the money he owes to Golap Chand 
Baboo has been repaid. — 


Now, what can be a worse offence on the part of a judicial officer than 
not to pay off his debts when he knows such debts to be illegal? Mr. 
Kennedy has threatened Baboo Golap Chand that if he institutes a suit for 
the recovery of the debt Government will confiscate the money. It is not 
known whether Mr. Kennedy has made use of similar threats with the view 
of preventing his other creditors from taking legal proceedings against him. 
The Assam Government is requested to consider carefully whether a judicial 
officer of Mr. Kennedy’s position, who contracts debts with little thought 
of repaying the same, should be retained any longer in the Judicial 
Service. ip 5 


Mr. Kennedy says in his letter he will be shortly transferred to 
Sibsagar, where it is very natural that he may, not consciously, it may de 
admitted, but unconsciously, place himself under the influence of Baboo 
Akhoy Kumar Ghose, Pleader of Sibsagar. 


The fact of Mr. Kennedy’s indetedness was published in a previous issue 
of this paper in the interest of Government and with a view of getting such 
abuses stopped in futtre. It is a common e among Government 
officers in Assam to borrow money from péople living within their jurisdiction. 
If the editor of this paper is taken to task for exposing this practice, he 
i gap a undergo the trial, for he believes that truth will triumph 
„ | 88 see: 


41. Referring to the Government Resolution on Mr. Westmacott’s 


ä i , report on the working of the outstill system 
The Outstill Resolution. in Hooghly and Howrah, the same paper makes 


the following observations :— 


1. Whether the ontatill. system has increased drunkenness or not 

is a question on which Indian opinion is not likely to agree 
with English opinion, For Englishmen distinguish between 
2 drinker and a drunkard in a manner which the Iodians 
no matter how much, is a drunkatd; whereas the English 
view is that the man who does not drink much is not a 
drunkard, but only a drinker and perhaps also a sober man. 
The complaint of the Indian Associa ciation: that the outstill 
system has increased drunkenness, if made from the Indian 
standpoint, as it probably has been, is a perfectly just oom- 


-plaint, and embodies a view of the effects of the outstll sys 
plain and 6 


~Boglishmen would be wrong to judge by their own 
noviuns of Tobis ead dns 


a” 


s 7 < 


SaNstvant, 
Nov. Srd, 1888. 


2. Ar. Westenaeott says that: idroskenadés bun not, bu th 


liquor? There is an ‘inconsi 
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v dhe whole 
ineseased in consequence of the ‘outetill eymtem, But 1, 
admits that more than the regulation quantity af li 2 
distilled. But if there have been no ne, drinkers and drunk. 


atds have not increased in number, vbat hene of this endet 
‘Anconsistenty. Hatweéen thea two state- 
ments of Mr. Westmacott, and it is .tharefore. diffieult to 
understand how Sir Steuart Bayley bas accepted tha officer's 
conclusion that the outetill syatem has not inergased drunk. 
‘CnnesSs. | : ‘a : 


| | éi ae CUE et) hgh 83 A ae 
8. Me. Westmacott has proposed the raising f the. upset price a 


2110 


the beat means of preventing illicit or excessive distilla. 


tion. Sir Steuart does not agree in this view, and Sir Steuart 


4 


4. The Excise Commisgion’s regommendation of the ontstill system 


— gapacity, then the ,outstill .eystem ought, at least jn the 


was based. on the view that it might be possible to limit the 
capagity of vats and ;stills. If iti be impossible, to limit that 


opinion of the Excise Commission, to be abolished. Mr. 
Westmaoett has found that it is impossible in . practice 
to:regulate-vate and stills. Sir Stenart, Bayley-neither accepts 
nor rejects - This view of Mr. Westmacott : he simply Says 
that he does not clearly understand it. But the meaning of 
Sir Steuart’s observations on this point is, without doubt, this, 
that if it is found impossible to limit thé. capacity of vats and 
stills, his own, conclusion on the subject of ‘the outstill system 


— 


will be that that system should be abolishe ec. 


5. But Sir Stewart is of opinion that the oytati Is in Hooghly and 


7 


42. The. same paper gives the following corse 
‘The Chief . | | it wr ri te earn nett 
* — —— (of Asotin by the: Personal Keese 


to make: any further delay in deal 


Howrah have not been subjected to the kind ; of inspection 
and supervision which, was recommended by the Excige Oh. 


mission, and be would therefore like to be in possession. of 
fore arriving 


the results of such ingpection and supervision before 
at any definite conclusion in regard to the oufstill system. 
But in adopting this course Sir lh has clearly fallen into 
an error. The outstill system was established in Hooghly and 
Howrah by the government of Sir Rivers Thompson at the 
special request of the local officers and not, on, the reopm. 
mendation of the ‘Excise. Commission. Very strict snd 
careful arrangements were therefore made for inspecting 1% 
working, and an officer who, in Board’s parlance, would be 
called “ a specially qualified Deputy Collector; was appointed 
for the purpose. And with such arrangements to prevent 
it from working mischief, the outsüll system has proved a 
failure in districts 80 near the metropolis, And this should 
remove all doubts about the mischievous nature of its operatic 
in the far interior or in places removed from the metropol 
It will, therefore, be uswise of the Government of 


ing’ devisively with ‘ta 


Pt 


outstill system. 
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19h September 1888 (see Weekly, Report on Natiye Paperp for the week 


No. 2916. 
FO AWIOUE WH OAL. : e 
THE BERSONAL ASSISTANT ro rn CHIEF COMMISSIONER 
Wehbe NO NSW i 00 OF ASSAM, 


To- 


THE MANAGER or run AN CALOUTTA. 
Dated Shillong, the 44h October 1898. 


1 am directed by the Chief ame ioner ty acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 19th ultimo, and to thank you for the particular: 
regarding the nisfkhptaj, cases which you have been good enough to 
pend. : 


As regards the case of the girl Bihu, the Ohief a mien r desires 
to acknowledge the courtesy and moderation’ with which your letter deals 
with it, and to state that, while he cannot go sp far as to say that the.case 
was treated by your correspopdent with the fairness which would be con- 
sidered essential even on the part of an adversary in Europe, where the 
conditions of. journalistic warfare are well understood, he thinks it onl 

just to say that a persnal of the original articles of the 17th March and 70 

of July, which you have sent him, shows that they are free from those 
gross and palpable misrepresentations with which he was led by the report 
on vernacular newspapers to believe they were chargeable, and with reference 
to which he diregted me to address you. In particular, he finds that the 
former articles stated the fact that the stripes were administered on the 


* 


He also finds that the article of the 7th July does not allege, as re- 
presented in the report, that Mr. Gait had applied to hie, but ie the Oom- 
missioner, for leave to ‘prosecute your paper, and on referring to the 


Comminsboner he learns that Mr., Gait, gs a, matter of fact, did so apply 
im. 4 . . os ee 73 1 


Had the Chief Commigsi 
froubled you abont the case. 
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for assuming that the extracts made by the reporter were fall enough for 
him to take action upon without referring to the original articles, which 
it is now clear to him they are not and were never meant to be. 


4 have, &c., 
H. R. BROWNE, 


‘Personal Assistant to the Chief 
| Commissioner of Assam. 


Mr. Gait's first letter to the Deputy Commissioner is as follows :-— 


No. 882, dated Darrang, the 14th January 1888. 


From— The Sub-divisional Officer, Mangaldai, 
‘To—The Deputy Commissioner of Darrang. 

Sm— With reference to your No. 2286 of the 9th January 1888, 
forwarding copy of Commissioner’s No. 54 of 6th January, I have the 
honour to state that the extract referred to is, as might have been anticipated, 
utterly false. 
2. As the matter has been taken up by the Commissioner, and the 
statement is more than usually libellous, it seems to me that steps should be 
taken to punish its author and publisher. , 

8. Should action not be taken by the Local Government, I am 
quite prepared (if permission is accorded to me) to make the neeessary 
enquiries and prosecute myself. Until the receipt of your letter I had not 
heard of the paragrapb, and even if I had, I should have been content to 
let it. pass in silent contempt. But the Commissioner’s enquiry bas given it 
importance, and I think, in justice to myself, I should now be allowed to 
bring the people concerned to account. of 


T have, &e., 
E. O. Garr, | 
Sub-divisional Officer. 


Mr. Gait's second letter to the Deputy Commissioner is as follows: 


No. 1072, dated Mangaldai, the 27th February 1888. 


From—The Sub-divisional Officer, Mangaldai, 
To—The Deputy Commissioner of Darrang. : 


Sm—With reference to your memorandum No. 2666, dated 2lst 
instant, IL have the honour to forward herewith the record of the case referred 
to in the Commissioner’s letter No. 789, dated 18th idem. It was a case of 
theft, sections 380 and 411, against a mother and two juvenile children. 
The former one sentenced to fourteen days’ rigorous imprisonment, and the 
latter to ten and twelve stripes respectively in the way of school discipline, 
i. e., on the hand. | „„ 
Tou will see from my summary register that I entered the name 
of the person concerned as Bihu Koch, though on referring to the A form, 
first information, and mouzadar’s report, i regret to state that I find the 
name in each is Bihu Kochini, é. e., a girl and not a boy, and from the 
unanimity of all these I fear there can be little doubt that I was labouring 

under a mistake. That a girl could possibly be mistaken for a boy seems 
incredible, but such has been the case, and it is needless to add that I much 
regret it. = Be 8 
The only explanation I can give is that I arrived at Bengbari late in 
the afternoon, and it was dusk when the case came on for trial. A8 the 


accused pleaded guilty, it did not take long to dispose of, and sufficient time 
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did not elapse for me to discover that my first impression was a mistake, 
and that one of the supposed boys was a girl. 

My criminal sheristadar, who was present at the time, and whom I 
have questioned on the subject, says he also did not know it was a girl (being 
mile like myself owing. to the light), and points to the sentence in the 
verpacular which he endorsed on the A form, and in which the name Bihu 
appears without the prefix Masammat” which he would have put had 
he known it to be a girl. 

I beg to be allowed to withdraw my No. 882 of the 14th January 1888, 
which was written before any case had been referred to, and as I did not 
discover my error till referring yesterday to the record. I was naturally 
indignant at being charged with whipping a woman. The possibility of 
having given a girl ten strokes on the hand under the mistaken impression 
that she was a boy did not occur to me, especially as the word woman” 


made one. think the triangles were referred to and not a chastisement in 
the manner of echool discipline. 


I have, &c., 
E. O. Garr, 
Sub-divisional Officer, Mangaldai. 


The editor observes that the Chief Commissioner of Assam had, though 
with the best of intentions and the purest of motives, charged this paper with 
having given publicity to false statements, but it has been found on enquiry 
that all the allegations made in this paper were true and free from exaggera - 
tion. The Chief Commissioner has, therefore, not only honourably acquitted 
this paper of the charge brought against it, but has also thanked it in regard 
to the remarks made in it in connection with the nisf-kheraj case. And 
by so doing Mr. Fitzpatrick has established his claim to greater respect and 
reverence than what he enjoyed before, and proved himself a truly noble- 
minded man. ee | 

The editor, however, takes this opportunity of stating that he is unable 
to understand why native newspapers should be regarded as showing less 
fairness in carrying on journalistic warfars than is shown by European jour- 
nalists under similar circumstances. It is well known that the English 
papers, and notably the Times and the Anglo-Indian papers, show great 
want of fairness in writing about men whose acts and views they happen 
not to approve. Witness the rancorous abuse indulged in by the Times 
in writing about Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Parnell, and the virulent attacks 
made in the Anglo-Indian papers on the leaders of the Congress movement. 
The editor next draws attention to the intense dislike for native newspapers 
shown by Anglo-Indian officials, and quotes, by way of illustration, the 
following words used by Mr. Gait in his letter No. 882 :—* The extract 
referred to is, as might have been anticipated, utterly false,” and “I should 

have been content to let it pass in silent contempt,” and “as the charge 
is more than usually libellous, steps should be taken to punish ite author 
and publisher.” It is hard to understand. how an English official dared to 
2 such strong hatred for native newspapers in writing to a superior 
officer. 
newspapers, and especially in Ais paper will on inquiry be found to be 
correct, And it is regretted that, even when such statements are found 
to be correct, the utmost that an offending officer is required to do to escape 
punishment is to submit. an explanation expressing indignation and silent 
contempt for native newspapers. 3 Cheol Be 
43. The Urdu Guide, of the 8rd November, says that both the Maho- 
The condition of the Indian Mussal- . Medans themselves and the Government are 
25 in a great measure responsible for the present 


The editor is confident that most of the statements made in native 
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i bas deprixed the native clerks of the Durga 
Pujah holidays by keeping the Bengal Bank and the Customs House 
open during the vacation. The mercantile offices are now kept open 
during the vacation, and ‘clerks in the Government offices too have to work 
by turns during that time. How disappointing such an arrangement must be 
to the thousands of clerks, who look forward eagerly and anxiously through 
their hard und ‘irksome work during the year to these happy holidays in the 
hope of being then able to see their near and dear .ones in the distant 
villa e, may be easily imagined. And what is worge even than this is that 


the Heads of some Government offices have now taken to the practice of 


keeping their offices open on Sundays, thus publicly neglecting the obser- 
vance of the sabbath. Government's heart bleeds if poor factory Jsbourers 
are made to work for more than 7.or 8 hours in the day, or if a diseased 
horse or bullock is made to draw a carriage or a cart. But its heart feels 


no p 11 make its poor clerks drudge {rom 9 A. u. to g or 10 em. Under 


the civilised English rule, there is more kindness for the coglie and the 


irrational animal, than there is for the poor overworked clerk! 


ITI.—Lxersiarive. 5 
46. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 1st November, is ‘sorry to : find that 
The Indian Railways Bill. G overnment as ö not made any provision in 


the Indian Railways Bill for ‘furnishing rail- 

way carriages below the Ist and 2nd with bathrooms. It is hoped that this 
important omission will be soon supplied. „ On 

47. The Samaya, of = And me ager Says that the oe, that 

ee Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Oo. published ‘an 

The Calcutta Municipal At. advertisement stating that the sar ‘Municipal 

Act was ready before the. Act had received the assent of the ‘Viceroy: shows 


that the Government of India had determined beforehand: to pass ithe Bill 


in deflonce of public opinion. This also shows tnat in every. ae Govern- 
ment determines beforehand what it will do, and that ‘the giving of the 
48. The Bangabdei, of the eee gl find a — 5 0 
1 section 64 of the Indian Railways Bill, to the 
Wümme effect that a compartment: of a. 2 of the 
lowest class will be set apart in every train for the accommodation of native 
female passengers. But it is to be regretted that the provision hus been 
rendered imperfect and unsatisfactory by disallowiug bath-rooms in such 
compartments. The Law Member says, with regard to bath-rooms in rd 
class carriages generally, that such bath-rooms are not required, beoause 
Ird class passengers do not, on an average, travel more than-41 miles. 
Does the Law Member intend: to strike from this an average of the 
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ember of times Srd class passengers may require to ease themselves? 
one knows that for want of bath-rooms 8rd class passengers travelling 
jong distances are subjected to very serious inconvenience, But Govern- 
ment has apparently made light of their ‘discomfort and inconvenience 
in this respect. Third class passengers contribute largely to the income 
of the Railways, and it is a matter of shame that nothing is proposed to be 
done for their comfort or convenience. a . 
40. The Navavibhékar 3 of the 12 N “hig ea says that 
6 the provision made in the Indian Rail wa 
The n me ime: Bill requiring a separate carriage for malte 
to be attached to all trains is good enough; but care should be taken that it 
s not nullified by allowing only low-class European females to use that 


carriage. 


IV.—Natrve States. 


50. The Sahachar, of the 81st October, has heard that Mr. Mackenzie, 
Mr. Mackenzie, Chief Commissioner Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, 


of the Central Provinces, as Resident will be appointed Resident in Hyderabad. 
A What luck 11! : 


V.—PprosPects oF THR CROPS AND CONDITION or THE PEOPLE. 


51. The Grdmbdst, of the 31st October, says that the villages of 
Floods and distress in the Shyam. Kultigiri, Bhagabatipore, Balkare, Bachhri, 
pore hans, Howrah district. Palgere, Kanthaldaha, Rana, Simla, Rautara, 
and Nandanpore in the Shyampore thana, Uluberia sub-division, have been 
almost devastated by excessive rainfall and floods, and there is little expecta- 
tion of the people reaping a rice crop there. There is already some distress 
among the poor. It is to be hoped that Government or the zemindars will 
afford them some relief. bes 3 


Navaymmar an 
Sabana, 


Nov. 6th, 1888. 


52. The Surabhi and Patdld. of the 1st’ November, says that Lord Buna & Para-, 


Lord Dufferin’s Resolution on the Dufferin's Resolution on the condition of the 
poverty of the people. Indians says nothing new, His Excellency 
has only attempted to put old things in a new form. It appears that the 
officials entrusted with the work of enquiring into the subject have taken 
little pains to ascertain the depth or real extent of the misery of the people, 
and have satisfied themselves with merely hunting up the ordinary inis- 
tration reports for the purpose. It must be idle to expect that un enquiry 
of this kind will reveal the real condition of the people. The plain object 
of the Resolution, moreover, seems to be not to find out an efficient remedy 
for the poverty of the Indians, but to silence philanthropists, like Messrs, 
Smith and Caird, who have raised an inconvenient agitation in England on 
the subject of India’s poverty. Attempts have been made in the Resolution to 
falsify certain matters. Lord Dufferin has, for instance, drawn in glowing 
colours a picture of the felicity of the Indian peasant. It is true that the 
better class of farmers in some parte of Bengal are now rather well off. 
But the Behar peasantry are so badly off that they have hardly anything 
left for their own maintenance after paying the zemindar’s rent and the 
mahajan’s interest, which is the reason they are always coming down in 
large numbers to Oaleutta to seek employment as domestic servants. The 
bulk of the population of Madras, Bombay, and the North Western-Provinces 
are destitute. It is said that 12,000,000 people have died of starvation in 


this country since the establishment of British rule. Dr. Hunter says that 


about 4,000,000 people of this country live in a state of chronic starvation ; 
and yet Lord Dufferin says that the people are very happy! | 
There are some curious inconsistencies: in the Resolution.’ For 


though Lord Dufferin's description of the happiness of the people is of so : 
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one. While the average annual income of a poor Irishman is Rs. 160, 


beyond occasional attempts to find fault with the working of municipalities . 
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glowing a nature, the Resolution contains His Lordship’s admission that 
that there is a very large number of destitute people in India. And His 
Lordship’s explanation of this poverty, namely, that it is the result of the 
people’s own improvidence, is wholly unsatisfactory. The early Christian 
missionaries first invented this explanation, and it has since become fashion. 
able to make use of it. But the explanation is not, for all that, a correct 


and of a poor Russian Rs. 100, that of a poor Indian is only Rs. 20. 
And can the man, who has not a pice more than Rs, 20 in the year for 
the supply of all his wants, possibly manage to make a saving, however 
small? 80 it is absolutely idle to talk of the Indian peasant impoverishing 
himself by improvident expenditure. And it is not true, as is ordinaril 
alleged, that the poor of this country indulge in prodigal expenditure, in 
marriage and other ceremonies. The writer does not also think that emi. 
gration to Burma and the Central Provinces will achieve any satisfactory 
result. For it is known that the experiment made in 1874, 1876 and 


set fi in the way of establishing Indian colonies in Burma completely 
failed. : ; „ 
This Resolution will fail to effect anything in the way of removing 
the increasing poverty of the Indians. Will Government therefore make 
a sincere effort to ascertain the real condition of the people? ee 
53. The Frajd Bandhu, of the 2nd November, says that scarcity of 
food is gradually increasing in India, and 
famines also have become more frequent than 
before. The officials are taking it easy, and 


fe ee = oF 


- The Resolution on the condition of 
the people, 


and other institutions under the control of the natives, seldom trouble 
themselves with enquiries into the condition of the masses living under 
English rule. It is no wonder therefore that there should exist great 
distress in the country, without any endeavour being made to devise some 
remedy for it, Occasionally, however, some wise and kind ruler inaugurates 
some beneficent scheme. Thus, in connection with the establishment of 
an Agricultural Department in 1881, Lord Ripon, in reviewing the recom- 
mendations of the Famine Commission, directed that enquiries should be 
made into the condition of the agriculturists. The Government of Lord 
Dufferin has now published a resolution reviewing the opinions of the 
several Local Governments on the facts collected by them in regard to the 
condition of the masses in the course of the enquiries directed by Lord 
Ripon. It is hard to see how, in spite of the widespread distress among 


the people arising from scarcity, Government could in this resolution make 
such observations as the following :— 


“Tt may be stated briefly that over the greater part of India the 
condition of the lower classes of the agricultural population is not one 
which need cause any great anxiety at present. .” Government 
indeed admits that in parts of the country where, owing to risks of season, 
there is a failure of crops, the people have at times to suffer distress; but 
the fact is that this is the normal condition of the agricultural classes all 
over the country, and not an exceptional condition created by occasional 
visitations. Nor is the conclusion arrived at by Government a sound one, 
that the peasantry get impoverished by incurring extravagant expenditure on 
the occasion of the marriages of their children. The expenditure incurred 
on such occasions is not, as a rule, so large as to prove ruinous, nor do most 
agriculturists merry until they have laid by sufficient money for the 
purpose. | : os be hae Fila 

The fact would seem to be that these enquiries into the condition of 
the masses have been conducted by the Magistrates in a most perfunctory 
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manner, the information received by them from their duftrees and 
thansamahs forming the basis of the reports which they have submitted 
o Government. As regards the remedial measures suggested in the resolu- 
tion, namely, emigration to foreign colonies and immigration into Burma, 
and particularly the latter, which would seem to be the most favoured 

‘ect, it is to be observed that the idea could only have emanated from 
an intensely selfish instinct in the Government. Will the Indian peasant, 

r having turned Burma into a fruitful and smiling garden, be able 
bo reap the fruits of his labour, surrounded by hostile Burmese dacoits, and 
in the midst of a population with which they have nothing in common? 
It is really to be regretted that the noble scheme of Lord Ripon has, after 
all, come to this! 

54. The Samaya, of the Aud November, says that, as distress in the 
Ganjam district of the Madras Presidency has 
become very serious, Mr. Garstin, Member of 
the Board of Revenue, Madras, has gone there to make relief arrangements. 
The Indians often suffer severely because Government does not set about 
remedying an evil until it.has assumed a very serious form. But there is 
distress not only in Orissa and Madras, but also in Rajputana, where, 
though no death from starvation has yet taken place, very serious results 
will be produced if prompt measures are not adopted. 

55. The Sanjivani, of the 3rd November, says that famine threatens 
to become universal in the country. The 
sufferings of the people of Ganjam have 
become so great on account of scarcity of food that they have commenced 
looting. A large number of distressed people have come to Bombay from 
Guzerat and Kattiwar. The report on the prospects of the crops published 
in the last issue of the Calcutia Gazette shows tbat the crops in 37 districts 
in Bengal are withering for want of rain, so that, if a good shower of rain 
does not soon fall, Bengal too will be visited by famine. The prospects of 
the crops in Behar and Orissa are still more gloomy, and these provinces are 
threatened with famine. There did not occur atany former time such a 
simultaneous failure of crops in all parts of India. A good timely shower 
of rain may avert a widespread famine. Heaven alone knows what is in 
store for the poor Indians this year! 

56. A correspondent of the same paper says that the floods in the 

Prospects of the crops at Ghattal in Ghattal sub-division of the district of Midna- 
Midnapore, pore have done considerable damage to the 
paddy crop. Paddy plants in the low lands have been completely destroyed 
by the inundation, and paddy plants on the high lands, which were 
spared in the floods, are now withering for want of rain. Last year's short 
outturn of the paddy crop made the people miserable, and this year's failure 
thereby will simply ruin them. Many, too, will die of starvation. 

57. The Bangabdst, of the 3rd November, says that Government has 

Government and the impending Spent a crore and a half of rupees in the 
scarcity. Sikkim war—a war made by it on an utterly 
frivolous pretext. But it will in all probability plead want of funds when 


Distress in Ganjam and elsewhere. 


Scarcity in different parts of India. 


the people, who are greatly in fear of a severe and widespread scarcity, will 
implore it for help. Is such action good on the part of Government? 


There is already great distress in Ganjam, and serious looting is reported 
from that place. And who shall say that some day the 4 of other 
parts of India will not be driven by hunger to commit equally desperate 
acts? Government should take note of this. f i 

korb reports from Orissa, Raniganj 58. The same paper gives the following 
coghly, Midnapore, and Dinagepore. crop reports from correspondents :— 

(1). Orissa will soon be visited by dreadful famine. Cultivation 
was stopped in the early part of the season for want of 
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rain, and subsequently, when excessive rainfall threa 
to destroy the standing crops, the cultivators cut ce 
for the purpose of letting out the accumulated water 
In this way all beels were dewatered, and a8 there has 
been no rajnfall for the last six weeks, and the sun 100 hag 
shone powerfully all the while, there has been serious want 

of water for agricultural purposes, and the erops are wither. 
ing. The cultivators are therefore greatly dejected, There 

is yet no prospect of a rainfall. The mahajans and the 
shop-keepers have closed their business. The rice, which 
sold eight days ago at 14 or 15 seers per rupee, is now selling 
at 9 or 10 seers per rupee, and in the mofussil neither rice nor 
paddy can be had even for money. Rice could not be had 
one day even in Cuttack, and many people had to starve, 
The scp:ys stationed at Cuttack obtained an order from 
the Colonel Saheb for the purpose of compelling shop- 
keepers to sell them rice, and they had to use force in order 
to get rice. Cases of dacoity and incendiarism are heard 
of. Under these circumstances, Government is request- 
ed to import rice from other places for the famine-stricken 
people of Orissa. The produce of Orissa alone will not 
meet the requirements of the crisis. If Government 
does not help the people now, many of their number will 
die of starvation. | een 
The Gurjat Mehals, Banki, Khoorda, Angul, Daspulla and Boad 
estates have been visited by famine. Government is 
helping the inhabitants of these pergunnahs with money. 
But this is doing them little good. It would have been | 
better if Government had distributed rice among them, 
Rice is selling at a high price, and in many places rice 
is not procurable. Government is therefore requested to 
open annachhatras in the afflicted pergunnahs. A large 
number of coolie recruiters and garden sirdars have come 
down from Calcutta to these pergunnahs in order to decoy 
the simple starving people into the tea-gardens of Assam. 
(2). The paddy plants are withering for want of rain at Ukhra, 
avillage in the Raneegunge sub-division. The fields are 
being irrigated with water from the tanks. But the cul- 
' tivators are unable to save their crops even by adopting 
this means, and they are fighting with each other for tank 
water for their fields. The people are in great distress. 
The zemindars and talookdars have been. compelled to 
stop the collection of rent, and the mahajans have stopped 
advancing money. Rice is selling at 12 or 13 seers 
per rupee. Heaven alone knows what is in- store for the 
poor cultivators of the Raneegunge sub-division. = 
(3). The paddy plants are withering at Siakhala, an important 
5 in the Hooghly district. All prices are high in the 
village. 9 
(4). Drought, followed by excessive rainfall, has made the people of 
Midnapore very miserable this year, and an increased sale of 
dosiddha rice (rice obtained from twice-boiled paddy) at 
Pratappur and other places in the district is causing great 


anxiety. Such rice as is eaten by the people is not alway? 
to be had in the markets. In the markets of Kassijora 


and Pratappur only dosiddha rice is sold. A poor man bad 
to starve because he did not get in the market even àn 


no) 


anna worth of eatable rice. The subdivisional officer is 
_ earnestly requested to stop the sale of dosiddha rice 
(5). The condition of the paddy crop at Gengarampore Monohali, a 
village in the Dinagepore district, is very miserable. The 
crop is withering for want of water. The rice, which 
sold at 1 rupee and 12 annas per maund is now selling 
at Rs. 3 per maund. 


These reports show. that the matter has assumed a very serious form, 
making it. obligatory upon Government officers to take early warning, 
and to endeavour to save the lives of the people by instituting prompt relief 
measures. One of such measures should be the distribution of rice instead 
of money in places where relief works have been already opened. Instant 
stopping of the export of rice and wheat should be another such measare. 
The Viceroy and other high officials are requested to be forewarned and to 
take care. * 
509. It appears to the Som sven 2 the Bth N par from gk ede 
ia regarding the prospects of the crops receive 
nnen from different 2 that great Ares will 
prevail this year all over the country. The crops are about to wither in 
many places on account of insufficient rainfall. If there be no speedy rain- 
fall at Bainchi, in the district of Hooghly, there will be a total failure of the 
aman paddy at that place. Ordinary agra rice is selling there at 2 rupees 
and 12 annas per maund, and the price of rice is daily rising. There has 
been no rain at Monghyr for the last two months, and famine is apprehended 
there. There is scarcity at Halsha and-Santipore. Scarcity is also reported 


from the North-Western Provinces and Madras. The state of things in the 


Ganjam district of the Madras Presidency appears to be very serious. In 
Calcutta itself, where articles for ordinary consumption come from all parts of 
the country, prices are just now higher than they were before known to be. 
Rice is selling at from 3 rupees and 12 annas to 4 rupees per maund, and 
curry vegetables have become very scarce. Such distress would never have 
fallen to the lot of the Indians if their wealth had remained witkin their 
own country. It is therefore absolutely unbearable that rice should go 
from India to England for the manufacture of wine, whilst the poor Indians 
should be suffering from scarcity of food. Stopping the export of rice from 
India is the only means by which famine can be prevented, and Government 
should adopt that measure without delay. Re 
60. The Navavibhakar er — the ee e N * the 
i ublic debt has.exceeded all reasonable limits ; 
„ the revenue is not sufficient to meet the ex- 
penditure, and further retrenchments are not possible. And yet Government 
would seem to have grown more lavish and reckless in its expenditure 
than ever. There is famine in Orissa, and great distress in Manbhodom. 
Indeed, Bengal is threatened with famine at no distant future. There is 
scarcity of food in Bombay, Madras, and Southern India. The condition of 
Kattywar and Guzerat has become so deplorable that numbers of people 
have, for want of food, left their homes, and are coming in the direction of 
Bombay, begging alms on the way. And Government, which has already 
spent 150 lakhs of rupees on the Sikkim War, is at this time engaged in a 
war on the Black Mountain, apparently taking no thought as to how the 
people are to be kept alive during the impending famine. 5 ask 
61. The Sahkeckar, of the 3 Ist October, referring to the Whitechapel 
murders in England, about which many people 


iri, Pioneer and the Whitechspel are speculating in many ways, says that t 
— Pioneer newspaper should avail itself of the 
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occasion to suggest that some ungrateful Bengali, educated gratis at the 
Calcutta Medical College, is murdering English prostitutes purely out of 
spite for the English nation. : vole | | 
62. The same paper has read with surprise and delight the par 
Oct. Slst, 1888. | 1 0 in the Horning Post newspaper, in whic 105 
„Er Auckland Colvin and the Con- stated that the charge of encouraging opposi. 
nn tion to the Congress movement, laid at the 
door of Sir Auckland Colvin, is utterly unfounded, and that a paper written 
by Sir Auckland and expressing sympathy with that movement will be short. 
ly out. The writer hopes that this statement will prove correct, and will like 
to know what Sir Syed Ahmed and Siva Prasad will do after the publication 


of Sir Auckland’s paper. 
Sciapma GamacuaR 6. The Sulabh Samdchdr and Kushdaha, of the Ist November, says 
n 1 Due on Kati of Ave that the title Earl of Ava, bestowed by the 


| Queen on Lord Dufferin, will remain in history 
as a memento of the destruction of the liberty of an independent country. 


Swlann SAMACHAR K 64. The same paper regrets that the European children at Simla, who 
KUsBDAHA. Ae en 00 bnd amuse themselves by catching butterflies in 


large uumbers, are not prevented by their 
parents from indulging in so cruel a sport. oe 


SuLABH SAMACHAR & 65. The same paper has learnt that the Director of Public Instruction, 
~ Kosmpana. ae ae 15 =e * of the Hindi 
„The Director of Public Instruction, speech of the Maharaja of Benares against 
R the National Congress to all libraries and pablic 

associations by post in covers bearing service stamps. But the Director has 

no right to use service stamps for such a purpose. If he desires to damage 

the cause of the Congress, he should do it at his own expense. re 


N 66. The Samaya, of the 2nd November, says that Mr. Bradlaugh 
ö understands that the Indians are becoming 
a Bradlaugh and the poverty of poorer every day; and so, while making a 

, ) speech lately at Bury on the poverty of the 

Indians, he buret into tears, and his words so moved his audience that they 

too burst into tears. Neither speaker nor audience had anything in 

common with the Indians, and yet how sympathetic, how generous they were! 


‘Indians feel greatly relieved when they come to know that there are men 
who feel for them. 


we 22 67. The Praja Bandhu, of the 2nd November, says that, considering 
Lud, 1888. that there are at least half a dozen first class 
O. Hef. Bected Zenana Hospital in hospitals in Calcutta, there is no necessity for 


the proposed zenana hospital in connection 
with Lady Dufferin’s scheme for supplying medical aid to native females. 
The money required for the purpose would be better and more profitably 
spent by making it over to some Famine Fund, or for the relief of those 
Indian poor who are suffering from scarcity. Everybody knows that 
subscriptions in aid of Lady Dufferin’s Fund have been raised by making 
use of various expedients, and that titles have been even thrust upon un- 
willing people in order to make them part with their money. But be ond 
her anxiety to perpetuate her name in this country by means of this | und, 
Lady Dufferin is not known to have any real wish to benefit the people of 
Bengal in any way. A friend of the writer applied to Her Excellency for 
pecuniary help in furtherance of a benevolent object, but Her Excellency 
has not yet given her even a reply. The editor warns his ‘countrymen 
against the temptation to please Europeans by making donations in aid of 
their favourite projects whilst the condition of the country is becoming 
increasingly deplorable. a, a 
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68. The same paper says that the exultation expressed by Sir Byed 
2 Ahmed at the Nizam's joining the Indian 
The Nicam and the Indian Patriotic Patriotic Association will be seen to be per- 

eer fectly unjustifiable when it is considered that 
the Nizam has joined it simply because by so doing he is able to shew 
himself an opponent of the National Congress, and thus to please the man 
oficials of Government, whose displeasure will mean the loss of his 
inions. iy , 
* 69. The Sanjicant, of the 3rd November, says that the memory of NN 
nnn Lord Dufferin will always retain the stain f 
Cr the Burmese blood which he has caused to 
flow in torrents, and with his new title of Earl of Ava that stain will go on 
attaching itself to the names of his descendants in the same way as some 
loathsome disease which has been contracted by some person goes on 
affecting bis descendants from generation to generation. 
70. Thesame paper says that the fact that the people of Assam are n. 
are deeply sympathising with their popular Chief 

. Commissioner in the bereavement he has 

suffered by the death of his youngest daughter ought to convince everyone 

that a good ruler has always the sympathy of his Indian subjects. 
71. A correspondent of the same paper says that some time ago two . 
3 coolies, husband and wife, named, respectively, 

8 ‘Dubi and Durpi, ran away from the Sealkote 

tea-garden in the Lakshmipur district, on account of the severe oppression to 
which they were subjected. After their flight from the garden, they were 
employed as domestic servants in a gentleman’s house at Mohana Muk 
Jahajghat. But somehow the spies of the garden came to know this and 
asked them to return to the garden threatening legal proceedings against them 
if they should refuse to go back. Upon this the poor couple, in despair, one 
night threw themselves into the Bramhaputra with the object of putting an 
end to their suffering. But they were saved, and they are now undergoing . 
their trial on a charge of attempted suicide. 

72. The same paper has learnt from a trustworthy source that not only sua. 

Coolies beaten to death in the has one coolie woman died from the effects 
Mesaijan Tea Estate in Assam. of the severe beating in the Mesaijan Tea 
Estate in Assam, but four others have shared the same fate from the same 
cause. But no case has yet been instituted io respect of these four women. 

It is hoped that proceedings will be shortly instituted. 
73. The Bangabdsi, of the 3rd November, thinks that the money Paper ® 

Sir Steuart Bayley’s reception at Which has been raised by subscription at 
Cuttack, Cuttack for the purpose of giving a reception 
to Sie Steuart Bayley, ought to be spent in affording relief to the famine- 
stricken people of Orissa, and bas no doubt that Sir Steuart himself will be 
all the more pleased if this is done. | | oe | 

74. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the bth November, quotes the A 

The Pioneer and the Congeess following remarks of the Pioneer made in Ros. stb, 1888. 
movement. connection with the Congress movement :— 
But if our statesmen stand with hands joined before a spurious public opinion 
always giving in a little to popular clamour, the time is possibly not far 
distant when they will have to make way for the men of iron with the 
Commander-in-Chief at their head,” and asks if the Congress movement 
is really a spurious one, why should it be necessary to suppress it with the 
aid of the military? The remedy proposed by the Pioneer is that there 

must be created feelings of personal loyalty to counteract this. But one 
essential element in this sentiment is a * of respect and awe. This 
can never exist if the rulers appear weak, timid and frightened of their 
subjects. Their prestige and their unquestioned power must be maintained.” 


Praja Bun, 
Nov. 2nd, 1888. 
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SaMVADVAHIEA, 
Oct. 4th, 1888. 


Ola AND 
NavasSaMvaD, 


Oct. 10th, 1888. 


Utcau Dirika, 
Sept. 29th, 1688. 
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And in support of this view, it quotes the example of the Mogul E 
Akbar. The Pioneer ap aren y thinks that Akbar won the loyalty d 
the Indians by first “crushing their opposition” and then “ showering on 
them favours,” whereas the fact is that Akbar won the loyalty of his Hindu 
subjects by making no distinction between them and Mahomedans, and by 
appointing Hindus as Generals, Prime Ministers, and other high functionaries 
of State. The English Government, too, can not only put a stop to the 
Congress agitation, but attach the Indians to itself for all time by following 
that policy. AOA 

bi But bas the English Government ever followed even that policy which 
the Pioneer believes to have been the policy of Akbar? Has it ever been 
kind or merciful to its fallen enemies? If that had been the case, the 


1 * 


innocent Wajid Ali would not have had to die broken hearted among bis 


birds and beasts at Metiabruj, Maharajah Dhuleep Singh would not have 
had to roam in distant lands penniless and desperate, the old Nawab of 
Delhi would not have had to end his days at Rangoon as a humble pensioner, 
the native princes would not have had to tremble in the presence of the 
Residents, respectable natives all over the Empire would not have had to 
flatter the orderlies of the English officials for employment, and Surendra 
Nath would not have had to go to jail after having craved pardon of the 
Court. 


Uniya Papers, | 


75. The Samvddvdhikd, of the 4th October, alludes to the distress in 
the Basudebpur thana of the Balasore district in the following terms :— 
“The Basudebpur thana comprises the Bheda and Ankura per- 
| gunnahs that are Known to be the two most 
important rice-producing pergunnahs of the 
Balasore district. Year before last, these pergunnahs suffered from sea- 
waves. Last year they had to suffer from floods. In the early part of the 
present year, they suffered from want of seasonable rain. Though the 
cultivators continued their agricultural operations with great difficulty by 
taking advantage of the rains that set in at a late hour, ten annas of their 
paddy-plants have been destroyed by floods and unusual heavy rains. The 
canal embankments added to the distress of the people by obstructing 
natural drainage. The manufacture of salt in the above pergannahs was a 
great source of income to the natives, but that being abolished, their distress 
has become all the more severe 7, @- FF FF ee 
*  * We therefore request the authorities to take certain steps 
in the way of relieving the distress of the afflicted pergunnahs, and to re- 
establish the manufacture of Panga salt in the Balasore district.” 
76. The Oria and Navasamvdd, of the 10th October, agrees with the 
ee . above remarks, and brings the distress in the 
oe atress in Chandballi thana, Bals- Ohandbali thana of the Balasore district to 
public notice. It praises Baboo Atalbehari 
Maitra, the Sub-divisional Officer of Bhuddruck, and Mr. Cornish, the Col- 
lector of Balasore, for their energetic efforts to collect donations and to 
distribute the same among the needy. 
77. A correspondent to the Utkal Dipikd, of the 29th September, upon 
2 the accuracy of whose statements the editor 
Ang, “nhs from starvation in very much relies, gives the following particu- 
lars of two deaths from starvation in Angul. 
Madhia Behera, a native of Uperbish Kerjang, by caste Tanla, and aged 
35 years, died of starvation. Karala Bewa, a native of Boradanda Sabi, by 
caste Paluni and aged about 25 years, died of starvation and disease. 


The correspondent points out the necessity of adopting relief measures 
in Angul without delay. | 


Distress in the Balasore district. 
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78. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 6th October, draws the attention of the 
public to the benevolent exertions of the Augul 
Relief of distress by e Benevolent Durbhikshanibarini Shaba that is doing use- 
—" ful work by giving gratuitous aid in m 

and kind to the starving and afflicted, who require immediate relief. It 
exhorts the charitably disposed people of the Province to help the Sabha 

vitü money, without which no system of relief can work satisfactorily. 
79. The same paper does not view the ensuing visit of His Honour 


the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to Orissa 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s 


fhe Lie coming with pleasure. As that event must draw large 
visit to Orissa. 


crowds of spectators to Cuttack over and 
above those who shall attend the Durbar with their retinues, it apprehends 


a scarcity in that town, which has already shown symptoms of the same. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Transtator. 
BENGALI ‘'RANSUATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 10th November 1888. 
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